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"PHILOBIBLON
A QUARTERLY REVIEW

OF
CHINESE PUBLICATIONS
Vol. IL No. 2 & K F oA O March 1948
L A HISTORICAL SKETCH OF CHINESE LIBRARIES
g i

CrmaNG Fu-tsunc’ (g 4 4).

The collection of documents and books in China is as old as Chinese
civilization itself. Three periods, however, may be broadly distinguished in
the development of Chinese libraries. The first is the sanctuary period: the
kings and emperors kept their libraries as'a sort of samctum sanctorum, to
which the public had absolutely ng access. In the reign of Ch'ien Lung of
the Manchu dynasty,"the edition of the complete library of the Four Branches
of Literature was leted and dupli were deposited in three libraries
in Kiangsu and Chekiang provinces, scholars were graciously allowed to con-
sult or copy them; thus began ‘a transitional period between ancient libraries
totally closed tothe public and modern libraries at the service of all and sun-
dry. In 1925, ie.’ the"fourteenth year of the Republic, the Library Associa-
tion of China was founded and libraries modeled on western prototypes with_
western equipments have' since sprung up.one after another all over China.
This is the third period. s o

1. The Sanctuary Périod

In anceint China the royal historiographer was in charge of the archive
or the library. According ‘to Pan Pjao, the great historian of the Han dynasty,
the post of the royal historiographer was established as. early as the legend-
ary golden age in Chinese history, who, among other duties, was to be a cus-
todian of books and records. According to the Book of the~Rites of the Chou
Dynasty, which divides the officialdom into the four seasons of the year, the
office of the historiographer belongs to the Department of the Spring Officials
and is composed. of five division chiefs in charge of duplicates and documents
relating to constitutional laws, geography, royal mandates and decrees, folk-
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