: *hould alwaya ch feell

dh
of gratltude

and to the lands in which. they live.

Therefore in odur morning and evening
services, -we Buddhists -of all nationalities

vow to repay the .benefaction of the lands
in which men live and of all living beings.

- As a French citizen and a French Bud-
dhist, I should of course be grateful to my

country and my people. Simultaneously I am

grateful to China and the Chinese, to India

and the Indians, to the western” regions and
the various southeast Asian ‘countries and

the peoples of these countries from whom I

accepted the faith of Buddhism and absorbed
Buddhist cultures. ’

Buddhism is really a was of life that
permits ‘a scientific mind- -training so that

each man becomes truly a master of his own -

nature, A’ FREE AGENT c¢ontrolling his own

acts, a comforter and -protector of those who
need to be uplifted, a guide to the fallen, the

weak, the down trodden. Such a man must
have "learned to be selfless.

Above dnd beyond all other teachmgs’

the observation, the comprehension of the

human personahty as a process of becoming
would lessen the egoism, the pride, of place,
which is the blind cause of selfish cruelty of
man’to man and race to race. The theory of

competmon and the western 1deal of “survival

of the fittest” have resulted in the creation

of an envrronment of strife, anger and jea-
lousy in which individuals as well as nations

particularly those in highly industrialized and

so-called developed areas can have no lastmg

comfort or peace.
‘Most of the areas in’ south east A51a
have set a pattern of human dignity and

pacific ideals which nations of the ‘world,
that are generally interested in furtherance

of peace and good will to mankind, can
follow  and further develop in a common

endeavour to impreve and upilft the human
race.

If .the materxalzsm of the west pursues
its relentless course ignoring all spiritual

values and regardless of the untold suffering

that follows in the wake of ruthless competi-

tion for trade markets and ‘profit, then the
truth of the formula that action and reaction

are equal and opposite will be driven honie
in .no uncertain manner to millions of peo-

Eh £l ruggl
ish- g the opponent:is fully
Our obJect of graltude i$ not .o 7

God, but it is Men ‘We are gratef,ul to Men;

a.yeal or a-.
t_ T han latel.

 The path to pea nd hafﬁpmess s as
clear as the noon- -day . sun.  Wh ether it ‘be’
prince 'or pauper, the answ‘ _ ,
problems is lthere in the way of Life pro--

pounded by the Buddha “2 500 years ago” L

To a world groping in total darkness hns
message rings out clear and true. ]
world is full of suffermg and when one un~ :

~derstands its origin, its extinction, and the ’

path that leads to its extinction, there- W;ll B

" be perfect peace. There is nothmg in that :
. way which offends the morals practices. or . .

intelligence. of human beings the world over."
Tt is up to the intellectuals of the west

to give this Noble way of life a trial in the

hope and earnest belief that mankind thay

yet be saved from the. 1mpend1ng cataclysm ’
of Atomic Power. |

I take the opportunity to pomt out this.

famous sentence from Mahatma GANDHIv
“You should even deal with an- enemy . m

such a way as not to jeave the door open.
for friendshxp and reconczhatlon

THE ESTABLISHING OF‘ |
INTERNATIONAL FRIEND~ B
SHIP.

Cultural exchange is in ltself an impor-

ta'nt means for promoting Internatlonal‘
friendship. We Buddhists should ke proud of

our predecessors

They have made invaluable contributions.

not only to the cause ‘of Buddhism, but also
to the civilization of mankind and to the,

esttablishment of fr;endly relaxons among

nations.

They have not only translated several
thousands volumes of Buddhist scriptures and

have written a great deal of 1mporant works,.

which are the common heratage of CHINA,
INDLA and other nations, but have also

devoted themselves to the trasplantmg of
the flowers of the labour and wisdom of

their 'own peoples, which have greatly en-

..riched the cultures of these nations. Though

they lived well over. a thousand years ago,
their names never fail to inspire the sincete

~and warm feelings in the hearts of the

eoples -of these countries. Especxally to~day

when -the friendly cooperation ameng the
Asion countries is being strengthened and
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‘are not boneﬁ‘
iized and stopped 'We have discovered that our
teaching of ¢ committmg no evil domg, all that -
'is good and purlfymg the mind”, is in concor- -
‘dance with ‘the Whole 0 cial movement

consohdated the merits. . achieved through .

the hard work of -our predecessprs: have not
only regained its brilliance, but will continue

to xmpart v1tathty to the cause of Buddhism.

For a religion the most important external
condition is of course the protéction of the
freedom’ of rehgxous faith by the government.
Orni the other :hand we should also acknow-
ledge that owing to the unjversal spirit’ of

‘serving . the people and the development on a
" large - scale 'of mnational
.Buddhist . 1dea1 of
- beings and glonfymg the country”.

construction, the
“benefiting . all sentlent

" We are living in such an envxronment

in which all ‘speeches and actxons Wthh are
“bénefical to the people are praised and suppor -

ted while all the speeches and sctions which
“to the people must-be crmc-

today. We can work together with the people
of the whole country with a mind of easiness,
not ‘only according to our duties but also
according to our religious faith, for the subl-
ime task .of peace, happiness morality and

" wisdom of mankind. We Buddhists have
- obtained the- trué freedom of religious bel--

ief.” But it is. still not enough we must put

.together our forces to reahze the three
“following ,points which are very 1mportant

for us Buddhists.
(1) to educate Buddhist personnel
(2) to promote Buddhist eultural tasks

(3) to restore and develop Bubdhlsl; in-
ter pational intercourse ¢

We should be grateful to our present

- .age, the age of_'awa‘ke'ning of the- Asian

peoples. and the age in which Peace and

‘Righteousness are prevalent.” It is only in

this age that. there is the possibility of the.

‘restoration and development of Buddhlst

intérnational intercourse.

vSuch xs our‘ bellef and our wish that’
" this great Memorial day of the Buddha will
“make.all the Buddhist- brethren and sisters

in the world, under the inspiration of the
great teachings of the Buddha, live more

harmomously, study* the 'Dharma more dil- 5

igently and serve all. hvmg bemgs more
énergetically.

The benefit of Buddhzsm qhould be unlted -

with the benefit of .all living beings. It is

) said in the “AVATAMSAKA SUTRA” all,

llvmg belngs are the roots of a tree, while

the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are  the
flowers and fruits: of the tree. If the Bud-

dhist can cooperate closely and serve. for

the benefit of all livin beings, and. can
continuously practice SILA (morality) | SA-

MADHI (congeritration) and PRAJNA. (trans-
cendental wisdom) and destroy LOBHA

- (greed, is one of the 3 unwholesome roots}

DOSA (hatred anger, is one of the tree

unwholesome roots) and MOHA (delusion
is one of the three .unwholesome roots the

best known synonym isAVIJJA) in the course

- of serving:all lwmg beings, so as to dig out

"and cultivate our own. ability and wisdom in
- order that we may render a- better. and

ider seryice to all living beings, then there
will be no doubt about the long emstence

of Buddhism  in the world.
- The Lord Buddha message is essentlally

- Democratic, for he proclaimed two thous-

ands five hundred years ago. That all men

“are born free and equal and that deeds alone
* determine high birth or law birth, for he-

said. “Not by birth does one become a: hxgh

: caste not by . birth does one become a law
" caste, by deeds “one becomes a high caste,

by deeds one becomes a law caste” The only
nobility he acknowledged was the noblhty

of a well lived life. .

Actually the French Buddhists are WIH~
ing to strive together ‘and work hand in hand

mtimately with' the Buddhist Brethren. and
sisters ‘of different - countries in - the ‘tagk of

' praetlsmg and propagating the Dharma and

in the friendly and peaceful service .of man-
kind. One may never forget the roles played

- for Buddhism in France by BURNOUF and

SYLVAIN LEVY. The books entirely cons-

'eorated to Buddhlsm are available in Fxlance

They are very good books indeed, and their

number is steadﬂy increasing by the activities
of “LES AMIS DU BOUDDHISME” who is

a French Buddhist Association with jtheir
Headquarter in PARIS. Unfortunately their

© Books have not the publicity they ought to -
‘have. And as soom as Buddhism will |have
“taken its hghtful place, then can it be

demonstrated ‘that Buddhism is the only

- solatlon MR i

May Buddhlsm live long: '

" May all living beings be lﬂappy and live
in Peace : 1
ANANDA 287th 12 56 '
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