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Questions: on Buddhism
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Translated by Rr. H. Y. Li

Q. When was the begining of the trans-
migration in this world? was the transmigra-
tion begun .when the germ life began, or
when the humen life began?

A. There are numerous worlds in the
universe. - In our world of Soha (suffering).
there are three thousand “great thousand
worlds”. There are also numerous of these
“great thousand worlds”. All these worlds
were made by causes and influences and
will vanish when the effect of the causes
- exaust. There are numerous worlds born and

- numerous others dead on the same time. The
universe is everchanging. There are six kinds
of bodies of the proper rewards for the trans-
migration of the sentient beings and their
accessory rewards distributed all over the “great
thousand worlds.” There is no begining of the
Avidya (ignorance) which is cause of the
senses and environments. The begining of life
in one world is not the only existance of life,
because there are also many lifes on other
worlds.

Q. Every sentient being has a Buddha
nature. If he was a Buddha originally, it was
better for him to maintain his Buddhaship
and, not to begin the Avidya and sorrow.
Why the opposite was done?

A. A sentient being contained the Avidya
and Buddha nature without a begining, as the
gold ore contains the gold nature. The ore can
be purified to make gold but the ore is not a
original gold which was badly contaminated.

Q. Please explain the ‘phrase “No forms..
of I, of you, of sentient beings -and of life” "
- Buddhist ‘Art”. It contains_ paintings, model-»
“lings, architectures and writings.

"in the Diamond Sutra.

A. The five Skandas are impermenent.
The forms of I, you, sentient beings and life

are wrongly considered by us.

Q. If I break the Sila (precepts) intention-

aHy, is there any difference in crime?
A. The differenee of crime is according

to the deed performed. But if you do it in-

tentionelly, you should get double punishment.
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Epasakas and
Philippines Visited -

Translated by Mr.

The Chinese Buddhist

Upasikas in th:
Taiwan.

Taipei—Some of the members of the So- i

c1ety of Chinese Buddhist Lay Disciples in:

he Philippines came to Taiwan to visit then
mother country. The party contained scventeen -

members. They elected Mr. H. T. Shih as’

their leader and invited Vea. Yinshun as their
precepter. They v: isited the Chinese Overseas’

Committee, the Taipei municiple Council, the .
Philippine Embasy, the Cencorate Yuan, the-
Legislative Yuan, the Ministry of Home Affairs,

the Lunshan Temple, the Chunglieh Temple,
the Central office of Kaomintang, the Women’s

Union, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the-

Shihpu Temple, the Continental Famine Relicf
Committee, the Provincial Assemblies, the:

Shantao Temple, the Chinese Buddhist As- ' :

sociation, the Chinese Buddhist Culture Hall, -
the Yanming Mountain, the Yuentung Temple, !’
the ‘Administrative Yuan, the Manufactory *

of the Overseas, etc. They went to Hsinchu '
and visited Lingyen Temple and Fuyan Vihara. :

They went to Taichung. Mr. P. N. Li and}
many Buddhists met them at the station. :
Thy visited the Lotus Club, the Bodhedrum
Publications, the provincial Government, the
Buddhist Hall, the Lingshan Temple, Paochxaso
Temple ane Shentsai Temple. They went to
the Lake of the Sun and Moon, Kuantze
Mountains and then they went to Kaohsung, -
Tainan and visited many places.
* * * * v

The Chinese Buddhist Culture Hall ;
_Plans to Prvnt the Book “Chines-e

Buddhist Art” . - SR

Pextou——The Chnese Buddhlst Culture Hall
is now planning to. print the book “Chinhese

* * * - ' *
The Chinese Tripitaka College Began.
their Summer Retreat .

Taipei—The Chinese Tripitaka College of
Shihpu Temple began their ‘Summer retreat,
There are fifty more students of Bhikshus and
Bhikshunis. :
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The Taichung Buddhist Labrary Es-
tablish:d a Kindergarten '

. Taichung—The Sute Kindergarten estab-
lished by the Taichung Buddhist Labrary

advertised for pupils. They accommodate two
hundred pupils.
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TOPICS ON BUDDHISM

 ATTA OR ANATTA

- by ~Brother Upaya

In Asia the question of soul or no soul _

has been debated for over twenty-five hundred
years. Schools of thought have been split on
this delicate subject and in consequence therof,
either the extreme, that there is a personal
soul, or, that no soul exists during life or
after death. This humble preceptor will try

" 1o explain the mean™or the Middle Way of
. L3

- Buddhism.

Let us examine -the question of whether
the ego-consciousness continues to-exist after

-+ death and decay of the body. Brahman teach-

ers speak of the senses as follows: "Not the

" eye sees, but the seer in the eye; not the ear

- hears, but the hearer in the ear; not the tongue

‘tastes, but the taster in the tongue; not the

nose smells, but the smeller in the nose; not
the mind thinks, but the thinker in tho mind;

- not the feet walk and the hands act, but -the

*. 'actor in the hands and feet.” : :

: Since man has the aforesaid .senses or
qualities, he is deluded  into thinking “I am
this person, I possess eyes. ears nose, tongue,

etc.” This agent of activity in man, is often
called the soul or the atman. when death

occurs, we all agree that these senses cease

. to exist in the deceased. However, and this is

the crux of tho subject, such senses do not

. -die. It is only the body that identified itself

as the ego that dies. These senses, the same

in every way, appear in other human bodies.
" The body in order to function, depends

- upon.the senses. The component parts of the

"body are comprised of inanimate elements. The

‘Brahmin may postulate all sense experience
s Brahma and he would not be in error. Th

Buddhist, either of the Theravada or Maha-

_'yéna school, may call all this sense pheno-

mena, as KARMA and he too, would be cor-
rect.

If we look upon our senses as something
having the Quality of permanence in the form

.of a separate. ego-consciousness, we would

negate every known scientific fact. If we look
upon the senses, as LAW, KARMA, or as
the natural laws of the universe, We begin to
understand much of the formless and the
deathless, a something without a beginning or
without any conceivable end. The seeker after
wisdom, will at once recognize this as the
all-important center of man's being. That
such senses :gxist and function in the body, -

but cease towact and yet exist when the body
decays, few would care to deny. . -

"Impermanence” characterises 'everything
in the universe” is a law that can stand: the
investigation of any scientist or philosopher.
Since it is the eye that sees not, but the
sense of sight or law, that does the seeing,

" we know therefrom that this LAW is a uni-

versal law, without any conceivable beginning
or end. The Buddha taught that the beginning -
of life and the laws that govern, -cannot be
apprehended by the intellect. It may be safely
assumed though, that if not .ome atom of
either-hydcrogen or oxygen remained in . the
universe, it still would reguire two atoms of
hydrogen and one of oxygen to make water.

~ The law remains inactive and become active

again when the atoms of Hydrdgen and oxy-
gen appeared upon the scene. ‘This then,-like

_ the law of the senses, is deathless, without a

beginning or, without any end. All beings
function within this law, and escape from its
coils can come only to: the all-enlightened

‘ones. If one Identifies oneself “with ‘the in-
" tegial whole, our true nature, often expressed
“‘as the universal law, such a one ‘attains a

pedce of mind that comes from undetstanding.

From understanding comes -wisdom;  from

wisdom comes Bliss. I ,
A SERMONETEE

In the name of the omniscient Teacher, in
the name of the compassionate One, knower
of the past, present and future—Hail!

"How is there joy, how is there laughter,
as this world is always burnig? Do you not
seek a light, ye who are surrounded by dark-
ness?" Dhammapada. )

Let us briefly examine light. Not the light
that illuminates material things, but rather
the Light awareness brings to the .sincere

. seeker  for enligtenment. Awareness brings
* wisdom which

in turn illuminates men's
hgzarts. .
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